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The Alexander Frieze (on the right wall) is a credit to the town of  Peebles and is one 
of  the largest reproductions in the British Museums Collection, depicting the whole 
work. 
A plaster version of  the original marble by Danish sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen was 
created for a presidential palace in Rome for Napoleon Bonaparte’s visit to the city in 
1812. The frieze honours Commander Napoleon’s conquest of  Rome by comparing 
his deeds with Alexander The Great’s victorious entry into Babylon in 331BC, after 
defeating the Persian King Darius.

The frieze shows Alexander and his army marching into Babylon on the right, and 
the people of  the conquered city going to greet him on the left.

Look at the objects they are carrying. Write the letters of  the sections
where someone is carrying a plant.

Why do you think a camel was included? What do you think it would it have been used 
for at the time?

Each horse is unique, they have all been sculpted differently. 
Can you spot the horse looking back over its shoulder?

There are other animals in the frieze. 
Can you name all the different animals there are?

Can you find the person fishing?

Find someone riding an animal that is not a horse.



The much older Parthenon Frieze (on the left wall) was already damaged when it was 
brought from Athens to the UK by Lord Elgin. The sections show some of  the detail 
of  the procession of  the Panatheniac Festival. This national Athenian festival took 
place every five years and featured all kinds of  games as well as horse and foot races.

The figures of  the Parthenon Frieze are larger than those of  the Alexander Frieze. 

The original marble had 110 horses!

Look at the movements and expressions the artist has captured.

What do you think the animals in section S are doing? 
How do you think these animals feel?

The plaster was designed to be coloured.

Colour in the picture to look how you think it would have been then.

Compare the horses in both friezes. The Parthenon frieze captures more details. 
Can you see the horses’ veins and tongues?

Let us know which Frieze is your favourite and why!
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